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	Money, Money, Money

By Liz Macera
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. -- 1 Timothy 6:10a, NIV



	Opening and
Chalice Lighting
(1 min.)
	Money is a spiritual challenge. It arouses great depths of passion in us and requires the best of us in moral reasoning and courage. Money is a medium of power through which we act and are acted upon. A spiritual life that does not concern itself with money can have little effect on our daily lives. –Dan Hotchkiss


	Introduction to the topic (1 min.)
	Money and greed are often seen as walking hand in hand. What role does money play in our lives? Is money “bad”? Or is it also the root of goodness?


	Sharing/Check-In & discussion
(30 min.)
	Take this time to share how you are spiritually, psychologically, emotionally, and physically. We want to know how you are in this moment. Each person will first talk without interruption, then we will discuss as a group.


	Topic Readings
(3 min.)
	(Shakespeare stresses especially two properties of money:

1. It is the visible divinity – the transformation of all human and natural properties into their contraries, the universal confounding and distorting of things: impossibilities are soldered together by it.

2. It is the common whore, the common procurer of people and nations.

 (Money is like fire, an element as little troubled by moralizing as earth, air, and water.   [We] can employ it as a tool, or…dance around it as if it were the incarnation of a god.  Money votes socialist or monarchist, finds a profit in pornography or translations from the Bible, commissions Rembrandt and underwrites the technology of Auschwitz.  It acquires it meaning from the uses to which it is put. -- Lewis Henry Lapham --Money and Class in America 

(For Aristotle, economics, management of the household, was a branch of ethics. Did each person in the household receive what is required for a fully human life? Ethical and economic theory must be in dialogue, if just and effective policies are to result. Otherwise, it may be said of us that we may know the price of everything and the value of nothing.-- Richard S. Gilbert, How Much Do We Deserve? 

(That which I am unable to do as a man, and of which therefore all my individual essential powers are incapable, I am able to do by means of money. Money thus turns each of these powers into something which in itself it is not – turns it, that is, into its contrary.-- Karl Marx – The Power of Money -1844
(The richest one percent of this country owns half our country's wealth, five trillion dollars. One third of that comes from hard work, two thirds comes from inheritance, interest on interest accumulating to widows and idiot sons and what I do, stock and real estate speculation. It's bull. You got ninety percent of the American public out there with little or no net worth. I create nothing. I own. We make the rules, pal. The news, war, peace, famine, upheaval, the price per paper clip. We pick that rabbit out of the hat while everybody sits out there wondering how the hell we did it. Now you're not naive enough to think we're living in a democracy, are you buddy? It's the free market. And you're a part of it. You've got that killer instinct. Stick around pal, I've still got a lot to teach you.

· Gordan Gekko – Wall Street – 1987

(Pro-market pundits have been arguing for years that capitalism's great promise was to improve our lives and free us from necessity. Now that the promise has been largely realized, these advocates find themselves faced with critics--often former allies--who question whether this grand experiment was even worth the trouble.- Dinesh D’Souza – The Virtue of Prosperity - 2000


	Break/ Quiet Contemplation (10 min.)
	


	Sharing/Deep Listening

(60 min.)
	Speak about this topic in any way that is comfortable to you. If you choose to use the questions, focus on just one or two, as this will allow you to explore the topic in more depth.

First respond to the topics using the questions or first thoughts (no crosstalk)

Second we will discuss. This is a time to supportively respond to something another person said or to relate additional thoughts that may have occurred as others shared

Third we will each take a moment to summarize or revisit our thoughts based on the discussion (no crosstalk)
(  What is your first memory of money?

( How had money shaped your life? What has it limited? What opportunities has money provided?? How does money free you to be or hinder you from being the person you want to be?
( Are we obligated to share our money? If son, how is it best to do that?

	Quiet Reflection

(1 min.)
	Let’s join together in a few moments of shared silence, holding what each of us has spoken, as well as what remains unspoken, within the circle of this group. 


	Likes & Wishes; Announcements

(10 minutes)
	


	Closing Reading/ Extinguish Chalice

(2 min.)
	Take my instruction instead of silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold; for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you may desire cannot compare with her. Proverbs 8: 10-11
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